Creative ways some
of our members
have been coping
during this Pandemic.

Thank you to BGRTA
Members for their
Altruism even during
a Pandemic Crisis

BGRTA News

(Bluegrass Retired)

Dear Bluegrass Retired Teachers Association
Members,
Last March, I was testifying on education issues
not knowing my years of appearing in person
would end for the next year due to COVID-19 precautions. The last in
person meeting I facilitated was in March 2020 for our Bluegrass Retired
Teachers Association. All of us have made sacrifices and faced losses
during this difficult year. I want to thank you for continuing to be part of
our local association and state association as we face the future.
I hope you are beginning to feel hopeful about the future again. A quote I
really have liked comes from Amanda Gorman. “The new dawn blooms
as we free it. For there is always light if only we’re brave enough to see
it, if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave enough to be
it.” This brilliant young woman is our National Youth Poet Laureate.
It has been so wonderful to see more retirees, teachers, nurses, essential
workers, grandparents, and other Kentuckians begin receiving their “Shots
of Hope.” I know how frustrating it was initially to get appointments for
their vaccinations and hope it is getting easier. The latest information I
could find for indicates there are currently 410 total vaccination sites in
Kentucky. If you are still having difficulty, it is recommended to register
at: https://www.scheduleyourvaccine.com/ or vaccine.ky.gov as soon as
possible. It is not recommended to display your entire COVID shot record as it might cause your identity to be stolen. Another recommendation
is to have your card laminated. I had mine laminated at Staples and it was
free.
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I will never take for granted again getting hugs, shaking hands, smiling
without a mask, etc. And yet, it is time to forge ahead without forgetting
those special family and friends we miss. I went to Frankfort recently
and teared up looking at the flags Governor Beshear has placed out to
honor the lives lost due to COVID-19. At BGRTA and KRTA, we will
continue to hold these special people close to our hearts. Please let Jane
Jolly (JaneGJolly@gmail.com) and Betty Jean Irwin (ijb1011@aol.com)
get information of any BGRTA members that have been ill or deceased.
We have been so lucky to have so many members that have contributed
to our Altruistic efforts even though we’re still being cautious during
this Pandemic. BGRTA gave the following funds to help Ronald
McDonald House ($50.00), Kimberly Charity ($50.00), UK Scholarship
($2,000.00), Lexington Feed Backpack School Program ($100.00), and
Kentucky Flood Aid $100.00), and KET ($50.00). Lisa Baradaran has
shared the following information on BGRTA’s Altruism efforts. Total
volunteer hours were 1,627. BGRTA members donated $9,615.00 to
charities. BGRTA members donated $90.00 in value to non-monetary
resources. Lisa Baradaran has shared the following information on
BGRTA’s Altruism efforts. Total volunteer hours were 1,627. BGRTA
members donated $9,615.00 to charities. BGRTA members donated
$90.00 in value to non-monetary resources.
Come have fun with us for a Zoom filled fun hour with BGRTA on
March 25th at 3:00 pm. Zoom Id: 732 450 7913. Lots of gift cards
and prizes will be part of our Ignore Zoom Fatigue General Meeting.
Karen Guffey

Bluegrass Retired Teachers Association

See more about our BGRTA Volunteer of the Year at: BGRTAKy.com

Quilting Expertise in our BGRTA Group
Our own BGRTA member, Vickie Coleman opened Bluegrass Quilt Appraisal, LLC in 2018 following enrollment in the
American Quilter’s Society Appraisal Skills Course. Vickie has been appraising quilts since that time, apprenticing with
AQS Certified Appraisers in Tennessee and Delaware. She is scheduled to test for national certification when AQS once
again sponsors in-person events. Vickie has been involved in fabric dating classes and AQS Appraisal Classes, and has
also studied at workshops and seminars offered by the American Quilt Study Group, Midwest Fabric Study Group, Tennessee Quilt Study Group, and the Daughters of the American Revolution in Washington, DC.
She has been involved with the study of textiles since 1972
textiles and clothing. Graduate work included a Master’s
nical Education and certification in Educational Leadership.
career in education as a Family and Consumer Sciences teacher of textiles and clothwhere she was a graduate assistant in the textile testing laboratory and an adjunct instrucChemistry. As a professor and chair in the Textiles, Clothing and Merchandising proalso the Director of the Historic Costume Collection. Currently, she is an adjunct inty, teaching Introduction to Textiles and Advanced Apparel Design.

through her undergraduate degree in
of Science degree in Career and TechHer involvement continued through her
ing; and at the University of Kentucky
tor of History of Costume and Textile
gram at Midway College, Vickie was
structor at Eastern Kentucky Universi-

Most recently, Vickie has been working with the Kentucky Heritage Quilt Society as the Museum and Archives
Chair and the Quilt Registrar of the Kentucky Quilt Documentation Project. She is a member of the Quilters’ Guild
of the Bluegrass, Kentucky Heritage Quilt Society, Quilters Hall of Fame, American Quilt Study Group, American
Quilters’ Society, Tennessee Quilt Study Group, Smoky Mountain Quilters Guild, and the Midwest Fabric Study
Group. Vickie also lectures on American Quilt History, an Overview; The Second Quilt Revival, 1880s to 1950s; The
Great Quilt Revival, 1960s to 2010; Appraisal, Documentation, Judging: What is the Difference?; Quilt Appraising:
Why You Should Have Your Quilt Appraised; and The Kentucky Quilt Registry: What is it and Why Should QuiltWs
be Documented

What Peggy and
Jack have been
doing since they
retired...

Ever since they retired from Fayette County
Schools, Peggy and Jack Hayes haven’t
slowed down at all. They have been focused
on growing their creative business. The
green/blue BGRTA masks are only a small
part of their efforts. They are making door
wreaths, t-shirts, bags, caps. They have created masks, bags, and t-shirts for several
FCPS schools, other groups. What I have
loved is their reasonable prices and willingness to imprint messages
on just about anything. If
you are interested in supporting this local business, contact them at:
PJ’s Distinctive and Creative Gifts. Pjdistinctivegifts.com or (859) 5528249.

Puzzling
Things Out...
Greg and Beth Drake have
mastered the art of puzzling
things out during COVID
days. Just look below at
their latest puzzle piece
work of heart/art. Let us
know at BGRTA what has
kept you sane during this

difficult time.

BGRTA Zoom Meeting on
March 25th at 3 p.m. Id.: 732
450 7913 Password: 5Kyd7m
• KRTA Virtual Convention
April 19th at 10 a.m. Preregister with KRTA
•

